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PROMISE 


TO HIS 
PLANTATIONS 


' 2 Sam. 7.105 


Moreover 7 will appoint a place for my people Iſrael, 
and I will plant them ,- that they may dwell in 4 4 
place of their owne, and moye no more. JN 


As it was delivered in a Sermon, 


By Ioun CoTToy, B. D. 


and Preacher of Gods 
word in Boon. 


"_—_ 
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PsALME 22+» 27. 30. 3TIe. 


Al the ends of the world (hall remembcr and tune unto the 
Lord, aud all the kindreds of the Nations (hall wor(hip 


before thee. | 
A ſeede (hall ſexze him, it (hall be accounted to the Lord for 
a generation, | % 


T hey ſhall come, and ſhall declare his righteouſneſſe unto 4 
people that ſhall be borne, that be hath done this. | 


Om ouwnwwwww__ 
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Printed by William Jones for John Bellamy, and 
| are to be ſold art the three Goldes Lyons by the 
2 Rojail Exchange, 1634 7 
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WY IS 
To the Chriſtian Reader. 


LTHOFY GH mnogood Chriſtian, or indeede 
Ar | ingenuous man, can doe any thing leſſe, than ap- 
> qi proove of ſach endeavours, as a.me as the glory 
LORA of God,and a Common go0d, «ſpecially when the) 
—_ Yy runs - od J 
are mannaged by aclearewarrant from Gods word. Tet for 
aymcs and ends that me put 10 ther attions betng biden in 
therr hearts, there is no way to declare them, but by an honeſt 


WS 


profefiion of them,which s ſufficient where we are entertained 


but with that common charity owe man « bound to yeeld ano- 
ther , But for the grounds and rule an action cs wrought by, 
and thepraiſe of it in that reſpect, there is another j em 
than that of charity to guide #s by, namely, by proving it by 
the touch-ſtone of Gods word, x 
Now becauſe many may either not know, or doe not conſ;- 
der upon how fnll a ground and warrant out of the word of 
Godthat undertaking (which was the occaſion of this Sermon) 
hath hitherto proceeded, I thought good ( Courteous Reader) 
leave being with ſome difficultie obtained of the Reverend 
Au:hor) to preſent unto thy view and conſideration that 
which may in part grve thee ſatisfattioninthis particular. 
Ere long (1f God wil!) thos ſhalt (ee 4 larger declaration of 
the firſt riſe and ends of this _ iſe, and ſecleare and fall 
« juſtification of this deſigne, both i reſpet? of chat warr.int 
it hath from Gods word, & alſo in reſpect of any other ground 
and circumſtanceof weight, that is conſiderable in the war 
rant of ſuch a worke, as (1hope) there will caſily be removed 


any 


TP 


To the Chriſtian Reader.  - — -- 
- ſeruple of moment, which hitherto hath beene moved 

mt #t. | Fi | : 

If thou haft any donbts yet anreſetved, rather be intreated 
78 underſtand from us, what may be the anſwer of them, than 
to diſcourage any man by them : ſo ſhalt thou be a helper and 
4 friend, whereas otherwiſ® (it may be a _ thy willy thou 
maiit be an enemie to aworke (for ought thou yet knoweſt) 
God i the Authour of. 

It is heped , there is none but will finde cauſe to approve 
of the morke, and of them that ingage themſelves init , But 
Bu eſpecially they who any way, at leaſt by ſilence (4 ſeeming 
epplauſe) q_—_ the Plantations of Virginia, St. Chri- 
ſtophers, Bermudas, his having ends inferour to none of 
. them, and men (not tocompare but to give aue honony to all 
employed in ſuch noble enterpriſes) promiſing 44 much by 
ihtir uſefullneſſe, induFrie love to their Conntrit, piety, and 
other qualifications as theſe did. | 

It « enongh they adventure, that hazard ther perſons, 
families andeſtates, for that worke, which it may appeare 
#0 thee ere long thou art bound as well as they to further, 

Now i were injurious, if uot impion”, not ontly to denie 
the right and benefit of thy prayers to ſuch, but alſo 0 loade 
them with cane aſperſuons though but in thy thoughts) 
for that, for which thou haſt great cauſe to praiſe Godfor the, 
who hath flirred up their ſpirits to that which hath beene a 
maine meane of peopling the world, and is likely to be of pro« 
Pagating the Goel For the furtherance of which worke 
zn the hands of thoſe that ſincerely intend it, let as fervent 
prayers paſſe from thee 30 the throne of grace for them, as 1 
dw confident, (thy occaſions being made knowne unto them) 


would be put up fromthem.in thy behalje. 
TT 
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2 Sam. 7.10. 

| Moreover 7 will appoint a place for my people 

| Uraell, and Twill plant them, that they may 
awell in a place of their owne, and moye no 
mare. 


< 2=29. 5 N thaebegining of this chap- 


s 
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'N ter we reade of Davids pur- - 
yY><. poſe to build God an houſe, 
> (SF. who thereupon conſulted 


SY, [= & With. Nathan about it, one 
($33 KcaF\ Propher ſanding in neede of 
a9) SW anothers help in ſuch waigh- 
tie matters.” Nathay incourageth the King unto 
this worke,. verſe 3. God the ſame night meetes 
Nathan and tells. him a contrary purpoſe of his- 
Whercin God refufeth Davids offer, with ſome 
kind ofearneft and ychement diſlike, verſe 4. 5- 
Secondly, he refuſeth.the reaſon of Davids offer, 
from his long ſilence. For foure hundred yeares 
together he ſpake of no ſuch thing, unto any of 
the Tribes of 7ſrae[ ſaying, Why build you not me 

an hiuſe? in 6. 7. verſes. 
Now lgſt P«vid ſhould be diſcouraged "ow 
| this 


(2) 
this anſwer, the Lord bids Nathan to ſhut up bis 
ſpecch with words of encouragement, and to he 
remoues his diſcouragement two Waycs. 

Firſt, by recounting his former favours diſpen- 
ſed unto David. Secondly , by promiſing the 
continuance of the like or greater: and the ra- 
ther , becauſe of this purpole of his. And five 
bleflings God pronuſerh unto Davzd, and his, 
for his lake. 

The firſt is in the 10, verſe: 1 will appoint 4 

place for my people Iſraell, | 

Secondly, fecing it was in his heart to build 
him an houſe, God would therctorc, burld him au 
houſe renowned for ever, verle 11, 

T hiirdly, that he would accept of an houſe from 
Salomon, verſe 12. 
Fourthly, hee will be a Fatherto his ſonne, 
veri. 14-15. a 

Fifihly, that he will efabliſh the throne of his 

houſe for ever, 

In chis 10 verſe is a double bleffing promiſed: 
wu » the deſignment of a place for his peo 
apy | 

Secondly, a plantation of them in thar place, 
from whence 1s promiſed arhreefold bleſſing. 
Firſt, they ſhall dwell there like Free-holders 
113 place of their owne, - | 
Sccondly, hee promilſeth them firme and du- 
rabi- poſIMon, they ſhill move no more. 
T:irdiy, they ſhall have peaccable and quiet 
re*ing there, The ſonnes of wickednefle ſhall 
afli r :-h-m no more: which is amplified by their 
trmer coublcs, as beforetime. " From 
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(3) 

From the appointment of a place for them, 
which is the ficſt bleſſing, you may obſerve this 
note, 

The placeing of a people inthis or that Countrey 
is from the appointment ofibe Lord. 

This is evident in the Text , and the- Apoſtle 
ſpeakes of it as grounded in nature, As 17.26. 
God hath determinedthe times before apnointed, and 
the bounds of our habitation. Dut.2 chap.5. 9. God 
would not have the 1ſraelites meddle with rhe 
Edowites, or the Moabites, becauſe he had given 
them their land for a poſleſſion. God aſligned 


out ſuch aland for ſuch a-poſterity, and for ſuch | 


Wherein doth tlijs worke of God ſtand in ap- 


pointing a place for a people 7 


into a land that he had eſpied for them: And that 
Is, whea cither he gives them ro diſcover itthem- 
ſelves, or heare ot it diſcovered by. others, and 
ficting them. 
Secondly, after he hath eſpicd it, when he car- 
ricth them along to ir, ſothat they plainly: ſee a 
providence of: God leading them from one 
Country to another: As in Exod. 19.4. Ton have 
ſeene bow I have borne you as on Eagles wings, and 
brought youunto my ſelfe,So that though they met 
wrth many difficylties,yet hee carried them high 
abovethem all, like an- eagle, flying over ſcas 
and rockes, and all hinderances. 
Thirdly, when he makes roome for a people 
. = 
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Leſt, 
Firſt, when God eſpies or diſcovers a land «4»{w. 
fora pcople, as in Ezek, 20.6. he brought them * 
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to dwell there, as in P/al. 80. 9. Theu prepared?? 
roome for theme When Iſaac ſojourned among the 
S— he digged one well, andthe Philiſtixes 
ſtrove for it, and he called it Eſek. and he digged 
another well, and for that they ſtrove alſo,there- 
forche called it Sitnah: and he removed thence, 
and diggedan other well,and for that they ſtrove 
not,and he called it Rohoboth,and (aid, For now the 
Lord hath made roome for us, and we ſhall be fraitfull 
inthe Land, Now no E(ck,no Sitnah, no quarrel 


or contention, but now he fits downe in Rohoboth * 


ina peaccable roome. 
Now Go\J mikes room for a people 3 wayes: 
Firſt, when he caſts out the enemies of a peo- 
ple before them by lawfull warre with the inha- 
bitants, which God cals them unto-as in P/.44.2 
T hou atdft drine out the heathe before them, But this 
courſe of warring againſt others, & driving them 
out without provocation, depends upon ſpeciall 
Commiſſion from God,orelſe it is not imitable., 
Secondly, when he gives a forreigne people 
favour in the eycesof any native people to come 
and fit downe with themeither by way of pur- 
chaſe, as Abraham did obtaine the ficld of Mach. 
p?1ah,or clie when they give it in courteſte,as Pha 
740 did the land of Goſhen unto the ſons of 7acob. 
Thirdly, when hee makes a Countrey though 
not altogether void of inhabitants, yer voyd 1n 
thar place where they refide. Where there 1s a 
vacant place, there is liberty for the ſonne of A4- 
dam or Ngahto come and inhabite, though they 


acicher buy it, nor asketheir leaves. Abraham” 


and 
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and aac, when they * ſ{ojourned amongſt the # This foiour- 
Philiſtims, they cid not buy that land to feede gh tines. 
thcir Cattle, becaule they ſaid There 1s rocme e- dence there, as 
nough. Ando Cid 1.cob pitch his Tent by Se. 22 pelicfion 
chem, Gen, 34.21.There was rocme enough,as Ha- akboughie be. 
mor (aid, Let thum ſit downe amoreſt us, Ard in calcd leiour- 
this caſe if the people who were former inhabi- yngog EE 
tants did diſturbe them intheir poſſeſſions, they gets, bccau'© 
complained to the King, as of wrong done unto {7 acer 
them - As Abraham did becauſe they tooke awsy oe 
his well,in Ger. 21. 25. For his right whereto he ens ot the | 
pleaded not his immediate call.ng from God, von 
(for that would have ſeemed ftivolous amongſt ovwne hand, 
the Hcathen) but his owne induſtty and culture 227 yerdid tn- 
in digging the well, verſe 3o. Nor doth the FL 
King rejec his plea, with what had he to Coc to Common | 
digoe wells intheirfoyle £ bur admiteth ir as a yah ofthe 
Principle in Nature, That ina vacant ſoyle, hee ſubmit ther: 
that ta\erh poſicſſion of it,and beſtoweth culture {<5 unco 
and husbandry upon it, his Right it is. And the ge, 
ground of this is from the grand Charter given 
to Adam and his poſterity in Paradiſe, Gen. 1.28. 
Multiply, and repleniſh the earth, and ſubdue it, 1f 
therefore any ſonne of 44am come and finde a 
place empry, he hath liberty to come, and fill, 
and ſubdue the earth there, This Charter was 
renewed to Neah, Gen, 9. 1. Fulfill the earth and 
multiply So that it is free from that comon Grant 
for any to rake poſſeſſion of vacant Countties, 
Indeed no Nation is to drive out another with- 
out ſpeciall Commiſſion from heaven, ſuch as 
the 1/raclites had, unlefle the Natives do unjuſtly 

7 C wrong 
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(6) 
wrong them, arid will not recompence the 
wrongs done in peaceable ſort, & then they may 
right themſelves by lawtull war, and ſubdue the 
Countrey unto themſelves. 

This x dear of people in this or that Coun- 
try, is from Gods ſoveraignty over all the earth, 
and the inhabitants thereaf: as in Pſal. 24.1.The 
earth s the Lords, and the falneſſe thereof, And in 
Ter. lo. 7. God is there called, The King of Natrs 
ers: andin Dent, to. 14. Therefore it is mecte 
he ſhould provide a place for all Nations to in- 
habite,and haue all the earth repleniſhed. Onely 
inthe Text here is meant ſome more ſpeciall ap- 
pointment , becauſe God tells them it by his 
owne mouth; he doth not ſo with other people; 
he doth not rei] the children .of S:er, that hee hath 
appointed a place for them : rhat is, He gives 
them the land by promiſe, others take the Jaud 
by his providznce,but Gods peoplerake the land 
by promiſe: And therefore the land of Canaan is 
called a land of promiſe. Which they diſcerne, 
firſt, by diſcerning.themſelves to be in Chriſt, in 
whom all the promiſes are yea, and amen. 

Secondly, by finding his holy preſence with 
them, to wit , when he plants them in the holy - 
Mounteine of his Inheritance : Exod. 15.. 17. 
And that is when he giverhthem the liberty and 
purity of his Ordinances. It is a.land of promiſe, 
where they have proviſion for ſoule as well as 
For body. Ruth dwelt well for outward reſpes 
while ſhee dwelt in Woab, but when ſhee com- 


methrto dwell in 7ſ-ael., ſhee is ſaid tocome un- 
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(7) 
der the wings of God: Ruth2, 12, When God 
wrappecs us 18 with his Ordinances, and warmes 
us with the life and power of them as with 
wings, there is aland of promiſe, | 
, This may teach us all where wee doe now 
dwell, or whcre after wee may dwell, be ſure 
you looke at every place appointed to you, from 
the hand of God: wee may not rh into ary 
place, andnever ſay to God, By your leave 
but wee muſt diſcerne how God appoints us this 
place. There is poore comfort ia tiring downe 
in any place, that you cannot ſay , This plice is 
appoiated me of God. Canit thou tiyrhat God 
ſpicd outthis place for thee, and there bach fetled 
thee above all hinderances ? didſt thou finde that 
God made roome for thee. either by lawfull de- 
ſcent, or purchaſe, or gift, or other warrantable 
right? Why then this is the place God hath 
appointed thee ; here hee hath made roome for 
thee, he hath placed thee in Rehoboth, in a peace- 
able place: This we muſt diſcernc, orels wee are 
but intruders upon God. And when wee doe 
withall diſcerne, that God giveth us theſe out- 
ward bleſſings from his love in Chriſt, and ma- 
keth comfortable proviſion as well for our foule 
as for our budies, by the meanecs of grace, then 
doe we enjoy our preſent poſſeſſion as well by 
gracious promile, as by the common, and juſt, 
and bountifull providence of the Lord. Or it a 
man doe remove, he muſt ſce that God hath c- 
ſpied out ſuch a Countrey for him, 
Secondly, though there be many difficulties 
—_—_ aA 


| (9) | 
yet he hath given us hearts to overlooke ther 
all,as if we were carrizd uponeagles wings, 

Andchirdly, fe Gd making roome for us 
by ſome lawfull, meanes. _-. | 
| Buchow (hill know whether Gol hath ap- 
pointe4 me fuch a place, if I bz w-ll where I am, 
what may warrant my rem »veall 2 | 

There vefuure vr five good things, for pro- 
curemeat of any of which I may remove, Se- 
conlly, rhece be ſoine evill things, for avoiding 
of any of which wee my tranſplant our ſelves, 
Thirdly, if wichall we fiade ſom: ſpeciall pro- 
vidence of Godconcurring i1 either of both con= 
cerning our {elves,andapplying general grounds 
of removall co our perſonall cſtare, 

Firſt, wee m1y remove for the-gaining of 
knowledge. Our Saviour commends ir in the 
Quzene of the ſouth, that ſhe came trom the ur. 
molt parts of the earch to heare the wiſdome of 
Salomn >: Maith, 12.42. And ſurely with him 
ſhe might haue continacd for the ſame end, if her 
perſonall calling had not recalled her home, 

Secondly, ſome remove and travaile for mer- 
chandize and gaine-ſake; Daily bread may be ſought 

om farre, Prov.z1.14. Yea our Saviour appro- 
veth travaile for Merchants, Matth, 13.45, 46. 
when hee compareth a Cariſtian co a Merchant. 
man ſeeking pearles : For he never fercheth a 
compariſon from any unlawfall thing: to illa« 
rate a thing lawfull. The compariſon from the 
unjaſt Stew :ird,and from the Theefe in the night, 
is not taken fromthe injuſtice of the ane, or -_ 
tc 


\(s) ; 

thefc of the other; bu: from the-wiſedome of the 
o1e, an4 the ſodainacſe of the other ; which in 
the nſclves are noc unlawfull.. 

Thirdly, co plant a Coloay, that is, a c ompa« 
ny thr agree cogether to remove out of their 
own: Country, and fettle a Cicty or conn on» 
w-alrh -iſewhere, Offuch a Colony wee reade 
in LFs 16. 12, which God bleſſed and proſpe- 
re\{ exccedingly, and mde ir a glorious Church. 
Nature tzacheth B2es co doe ſo, wen as the hive 
is too full, they ſceke abroad for nzw dwellings: 
So wicnch > hive of th: Cominon wealth is fo 
full, char Tradeſmen cannor live one by another, 
buteate up one anvther, in ghis caſe ic is lawfall 
to remove. 
Fourthly, God allow n to remove, 
when he may employ his Talents and gife bet. 
ter elſewhere, eſpecially when where he is, he is 
not bound by any fpeciall engagement. Thus 
Gad (ent Zoſeph betore to preſerve the Church - : 
Hoſephs wiſedome and ſpiric was not fit for a ſheps= 
heard, but for a Counſellour of State, and there- 
fore Gad ſent him into Egypt. To whom much is 
given of himGod will require the more : Luk 12. 


48. | 

Fifchly, for the liberty of the Ordinances. 
2 Chron. 1t.13, 14+15. When Teroboam made a 
deſerijon from Idah, and ſet up golden Calyes 
to worſhip, all that were well aff-ted, both 
Prieſts and people, fold their poſfeflions, and 
cain2to Teruſalem for the Ordinances ſake> This 
caſc was of {caſonable uſe to our fathers in the 
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(10) 
dayes of Queene Mary; who removed to France 
and Germany in the beginning of her Reign, upon 
Proclamation of alteration of religion, betore a- 
ny perſecution began, | 
Secondly, there be evills ro be avoyded that 
may warrant removeall, 'Firſt, when fome gric- 
vous fianes overſpread a Country that thrcaten 
deſolation. Mic.2., 6. to 11 verſe: When the 
people ſay to them that prophecie, Prophecie wot , 
then ycrſe 10, Ariſe then, this is not your reſt. 
W hich words though they be a threatning, not 
a commandcment; yetas in a threatning a wile 
man forcſceth the plague, ſo in the threatning 
he ſeech a commandement, to hide himſclte from 
jr. This caſe might have bcene of ſeaſonable utc 
unto them of the Palatinate, when they ſaw their 
Orthodox Miniſters baniſhed, although them- 
{clues might for a while enjoy libertie of conſci- 
Encee, ; 
Sccondly,it men be overburdened with debts 
and miſeries, as Davids followers were , they 
may then retire out of the way (as they retired to 
David for ſafety )not to defraud their Creditors 
(tor God & an avenger of ſuch things, 1 Theſſ; 4.6.) 


© bur to gaine further opportuaity to diſcharge 


their debts, and to fatisfie their Creditors, i Sam. 
332.05 

Thirdly, in caſeof perſecution, ſo did the A- 
poltle in Ads 13.46, 47. 

Thirdly, as theſegenerall caſes, whereany of 
them doe tall out, doc warrant remove.ll in ge- 
nerall : ſo there be ſome ſpeciall providences or 

SE. particular 


(11) 
particular caſes which may give warrant unto 
fuch or ſuch a perſon to tranſplant himſelfe, and 
which apply the former generall grounds to par- 
ticular perſons. | = 

Firſt, if ſoveraigne Authority command and 
encourage ſuch Plantations by giving way ro 
ftabjecs. ro tranſplant themſclves, and ſet up a 

+ new Commonwealth, This is a lawfull and ex- 
pedient caſe for ſuch particular perſons as be de- 
figned and ſent: Matth, 8. 9, and for ſuch as 
they who are ſent, have power to- command, 

Secondly, when ſome ſpeciall providence of 
God leades a man.unto ſuch a courſe. This may 
alſo fingle out particulars, Pſal. 32. 8. Iwillin- 
Trutt, and guide thee with mine eye, As the childe 
knowes the pleaſure of his father in his eye, ſo 
doth the child of God ſee Gods pleaſure: in the 
eye of his heavenly Fathers providence. And 
this is done three wayes. 

Firſt, if God givea man an inclination to this 
or that courſe, for thatis the ſpirit of man; and 
God i the father of ſpirits : Rom, 1. 11,12 1 Cor. 
16. 12. Pau/diſcerned his calling-to goe to Rom, 
by his > 7p5%r, his ready inclination to that 
voyage; and Apollos his loathing: to goe to Co- 
rinth, Paul acceptedas a jaſt reaſon of his refuſall 
ofa calling to goc thither, And this holdeth, 
when in a mans inclination to travaile, his heart 

is ſet on no by-reſpets, asto ſee faſhions, tro de- 
ceive his-Creditours, to fight Duels, or to live 
idly, theſe are vaine inclinations; bur if his heart 
be inclined uponrightjudgement to advance the 

"as ee > ay | Goſpel, 
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Goſpell, to maintaine his family, fo uſe his T= 
lents frvitfully, or the like gooderd , this ir cli- 

ation is from God, As the beames of the Moone 
darting into the Sea leades itto and fro, 10 doth 
a {ecret inclination darted by God into our kearts 
leade and bowe (as a byas) our wholc courſe, 

Secondly , when'God gives other men hearts 
to callus as the men of Mecedon did Payl, Come 
10 #5 into Macedonia, and helpe ws, When wee are 
invited by others who have a good calling to rc- 
fide there, we may goe with them, unleſſe we be 


detained by waightier occalions, One member 


hath intereſt in another, to call to it for helpe, 
when it is not Ciuerted by greater employment. 
Thirdly, there is another providence of God 
concurring in both theſe, thar is, when a mans 
calling and perſon is free, and not tycd by pa- 
rents, or Magiſtrates, or other people that have 
intereſt in him. Or when abroad hee may doe 
himſclie and others more good than he can doe 
at home, Here isthen an eye of God that opens 
a doore there, and ſets him looſe here, inclines 
his heart that way, and outlookes all difficulties. 
When God makes roome for us, no binding 
here, and an open way there, in ſucha caſe God 
tells chem, he will appoint a place for them. 
Secondly, this may teach us in every place 
where God appoints us to fit downe,to acknows- 
ledge him as our Landlord. The earth is the 
Lo:ds and the fulneffe thereokhis are o8r Coun- 
tries, our Townes, our houſes; and therefore 
letus acknowledge himin them all, The Apo- 
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file makes this uſe of it amongſt the Arhen;ants 


Atts 17. 26,27.He hath appoanted the times, and 


Laces of our habitation.that we might ſeeke and 21 ope 
after the Lord, Thetc is a threefold ule that we are 
to make of it, as 1: appeareth there; Let us ſeek af- 
ter the Lord; why? Becauſe it thou commeſt into 
an houſe thou wilt aske for the owner of it: And 
ſoifthou commeft into a forreign: land , and 
there findeſt an houſe and land provided for 
thee, wilt thou not enquire, where 15 the Land« 
lord g where is that God that gave me this heuſe 
and land 2 He is miſſing, and therefore ſeck after 
him. 

Secondly, thou muſt feele after him, grope 
after him by ſuch ſcnfible things, ſtrive to at- 
taine the favour of your Landlord, and labour 
to be obedient to hum that hath given you ſuch a 
place. 

Thirdly, you muſt Jabourto finde him in his 


Ordinances, in prayer and in Chriſtian commu-- 


nion. Theſe things I owe him as my Landlord, 
and by theſe I finde and enjoy him. This uſe the 
very Pagans were to make of rheir ſeverall Plan- 
tations: And if you knew him betore,ſceke him 
yet more, and feele after him till you-finde him 
in his Ordinances, and in your conſciences. 
Thirdly, when you have found God making 
way and roome for you, and carrying you by 
his providence unto any place, learne to walke 
thanktully before him, defraud him not of his 


rent, but offer your ſelves unto his ſervice: Serve 


that God, and tcach your children to ſerve him, 
aa ts ha 
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that hath appointed you and them the place of 
your habitation. | 
2. Obſervation. MA people of God's plantation 
ſhall enjoy their owne place with ſafety and 
ace, 

This is manifeſt in the Text-I will plant them 
and what followes from thence « They ſhall 
dwell in their owne pl-ce: But how? Peaccabiy, 
they (hall nt be moved any more. Then they 
ſhall dwell ſafely , rhenthey ſhall live in peace. 
Tie like promiſe you reade of in Pſal., 89.21, 22. 
The enemic ſhall not exatt upon them any more, And 
in Pſal. 92. 13. -Thiſe that be planted in the houſe of 
the Lerd, ſhall flouriſh in the Courts of our God. 
Gods plantation is a flor iſhmng plantation, Amosg.1y. 

W har is ic for God co plant a people ? 

Itis a Mctaphor taken from young Impes; I 
will plant them, that is, I will make them ro take 
roote there; and that is, where they and their 
ſoyle agree well together, when they are well 
and ſufficiently provided for, as a plant ſuckes 
nouriſhment from rhe ſoyle thac frteth ir, 

Secondly, When hee cauſeth them to grow as 
plants doe, in Pſal. 80.8.9,10,11. Whena man 
growes like a tree in tallneſle and ſtrength, eo 
more firmeneſſe and eminency, then hee may. be 
ſaid to be planted, 

Thirdly, When God cauſeth them to frudifie 
Pſal.1. 5. 

Fourcthly, When he eſtabliſheth them there, 
then he plants, and rootes not up. 

But here is ſomething more cſpeciall in this 
Ls planting, 
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planting ; for they were planted before in this 
and, and yethe promilerh here againe, that he 
will plant them in their owne land : which doth 
imply, firſt, Th.t what ever former good eſtate 
they had already, he would profperir, and in- 
creaſe it. X 

Secondly, God is ſaid to plant a people more 
eſpecially, when they become Trees of r:ghteouſ- 
zeſſe, Iſay 61,3 That they may be called trees of 
righteouſneſle, the planting ofthe Lord. So that 
there is implyed not onely a coftinuance of thcir 
former good eftate, but that hee would make 
them a good people, a choice generation: which 
he did. fiſt, by planting the Ordinances of God 
amongſt them in a more glorious manner, as he 
did in Salermons iime, 

' 2. He would give his people 4 naile,and aplace 
in his Tabernable, iſay 56.5 And that is to give us 
part in Chriſt : for ſo che Temple rypificd- So 
then hee plants us when hee give us roote in 
Chriſt, | 

Thirdly, When he giveth us to grow up in him 
as Calves imihe ſtall: Mal. 4.2, 3 

Fourthly, & to bring forth much fruit,Toh.1 5 1.2 

Fifttly, ard ro conunue and abide in the ſtate 
of grace, This is to plantus in his holy Sanfua- 
ry. he not rooting us up. 

This is taken from the kinde acceptance of 
Davids purpoſe to build God an houſe, becauſe 
he ſaw it was done in the honeſty of his heart, 
ti:.rcfore he promiſerh to give his people a place 
wherein they ſhould abide for everas M1 a houſe 
ofrelt, D2z SEcondly, 
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Secondly,itis taken from the office God takes 
upon him, when he is our planter, hee becomes 
our husbandmang and #f he plant ws, who ſhall 
plucke us up ? Iſay 27,1,2.106 34.29. When he 
givcth quiet,who can make trouble £ If God he 
the Gardiner, who ſhall plucke up whar he ſets 
downe 2 Every plantation that he hath nor plan- 


| ted ſhall be plucked up,and what he hath plamed 


ſhall (urely be eſtabliſhed. 

Thirdly, from che nature of the bleſſing hee 
conferres upon us: When he promilſeth to plane 
a people, their dayes ſhall be as the dayes of a 
Tree, Iſay 65.22. As the O:ke is ſaid to be an 
hundred yeares in growing, and an hundred 
yeares in full ſtrength, and an hundred yeares- in 
decaying. 's 

Bur it may be demanded, how was this pro- 
miſe tulfilled-by the people,ſecing after thistime 
they met with many perſecutions, at home, and 
abroad, many ſonnes of wickedneſle afflited 
them ; 1eroboams was a ſonne of wic'cednefle, and 
fo was Ahab, and Ahaz, and divers others. 

Becauſe after Davidstime they had more fete 
ledneſſe than before, 

Secondly, to the godly theſe promiſes were 
fulfilled in Chriſt. 

Thirdly,though this promiſe was made that 
others ſhould not wrong them, yet ir followes 
not but that they might wrong themſelves by 
treſpaſling againſt God, and ſo expoſe them- 
ſelves to affliction. Whilſt they continued Gods 
plantation, they were a noble Vine, a right 
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ſzede, but if 7/74! will deſtroy themſelves, the 
faultis inthemſelves. And yeteven in their cap- 
tivi:y the good amongſt thzm God graciouſly 
proviled tor -' The Basket of good fizzes God (cnt 
- into the land of Caldea for their gouu: ler 24.5, 
Bur if yourebHell againſt God, the ſame Gol hat 
p'ante1yor will allo roote you our agune, tor yl 
the evill wich you ſhall doe againit your (elyes: 
Ter. 11. 17. When the Iſraelices lik:4 not the 
ſoile, grew weary of the O:dinances, and for- 
ſooke the worſhip of God, and ſaid, What part 
have we in David? after this they never got fo 
good a King, nor any ſettled reſt in the good 

and wherein God had planted them, As they 
waxed weary of God, ſo hee waxed wearie of 
them, and caft them out of his ſight, 

To exhort all thar are planted at home, or in 
eend co plant abroad, to looke well to your plan- 
tation, as you deſire that the ſonnes of wicked- 
neffe may not afflict you at home, nor enemies a- 
broad, looke thar you be right planted, and then 
you nzed not to feare, you are {ate enuugh: God 
hath ſpoken ir, I will plant them, and they ſhall 
. not be moved,neicher ſhall the ſonnes of wicked- 
> neſſe aftlit them any more. 

Woaat courſe would yuu have us take £®” 

Have (peciall care that you ever huve the Or. 
dinances planted amongſt you , or elſe never 
looke for ſecurity. As ſoone as Gods Ordinan. 
ces ceaſe, your ſecurity ceaſerh likewiſe ; bur if 
God plant his Ordinances among you, fcare nor, 
he will maiaetaiac them. [ſay 4.5. 6. /pon all therr 

D 3 glory 


v/e I, 


Leſt, 
eTnſw, 


j f 
_—_— — — ———— 


3s 


(18) 
glory there ſhall be a defencez that is, upon all Gods 
Ordinances: for ſo was the Arke called the Glory 
of Iſrael, 1 Sam. 4.22. 

Secondly, have acare to be implanted- into 
the Ordinances, that the word may be ingrafted 
into you, and youintoit: If youtake rooting in 
the ordinances, grow up thereby, bring forth 
much fruice, continue and abide therein, then 
you are a vineyard of red wine, and the Lord 
will keepe you, 1ſay 27.2.3. thar no ſonnes of 
violence ſhall deſtroy you. Looke into all the 
ſtorics whether divine or humane, and you ſhall 
never finde that God ever rooted out a people 
that had the Ordinances planted amongſt them, 
and themſclves planted into the Ordinances : ne. 
ver did God ſuffer ſuch plants to be plucked up; 
on all their glory ſhall bea defence, 

Thirdly, be not unmindfull of our Teraſalem 
at home, whether you lcave us, or ſtay at home 
with us. 0 pray for the peace of leruſalemghey ſhall 


' proſper that lowe her, Pſal. 122. 6. They ſhall all be 


confounded aud turned backe that hate Son, Pſal, 
129.5- As God continueth his preſence with 
us {bleſſed be his name) ſo be ye preſentin ſpirit 
with us, though abſertin body : Forget not the 
wombe that bare you, and the breſt that gave 
you ſucke. Even ducklings hatched under an 
henne, though they rake the water, yet will ſtill 
have recourle to the wing that hatched them - 
how much more ſhould chickens of the ſame fea- 


ther, and yolke? Intheamity ardunity of bre- 


thren, the Lord hath not oncly promiſed , but 


commanded 
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Dy. 5, 
commanded a blefling , even life for evermore - 
Pal. 133.1, 2: | 

Fourthly, goz forth, every man that goeth, 
with a publick ſpirit, looking nor on your owne 
things onely, but alſo on the things of others : 
Phil.2.4.This care of univerſall helpfulneſſe was 
the prolperity of the fir{t Plantation of che Pri- 
mirive Church: As 4. 32. 

Fifthly, have atcnder care that you looke well 
to the plancs that ſpring from you, that is, to 
your children, that they doe not degenerate as 
the Iſraclices did; after which they were vexed 
wich affli tions on cycry hand. How came this 
topaſſe? Ner.2.2t. I planted them a noble Vine, 
holy, a right ſeeder, how then art thou degenerate into a 
ſtrauge Vine before mee? Your Anceſtours were 


of a noble divine ſpirit, but if they ſuffer th-ir 


Children co degenerate,to take looſ< courtes,then 


God will ſurcly plucke you up. Otherwiſe if 
men have a care :o0 propagate the Orctoances 
and Religion co their children after them, Gud 
will plant them,an4 not 1oote them vp. For want 
of this, the ſcede oi the repenting Nnivites was 
ruoted out, 

Six-hly, an latly, offend not the poore Na+ 
tives, bt as you partake in their land , ſo make 
them partak: rs of your pr:cious fairh: as you 
reape their :emporalls, ſo feeds rhem with your 
{pirituall:: winnce them roche love of Chriſt, tor 
whom Chriſt died. They never yer refuſed the 
Golpcll,aid therefore more hope they will nw 
receiveit. Waio knoweth whe:her God m_ 
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reared this whole Plantation for ſuch anend 2. 
Secondly, for conſolation to them that are 
planted by God many place, that bnce rooting 
and cſtabl;ſhing from God , this is a c:ule of 
much encovragement unto you, that what hee 
hath planted he will maintaine, every plantation 
his right hand hathnot plantes ſhalbe rooted up, 
but his owne plantation ſhall proſper, & flouriſh, 
When he promiſeth peace and ſatcty, what enc- 
micſhall be able ro make the promilc ot God of 
none effect £ Neglect not walls, and bulwarkes, 
and fortifications for your owne detence; but 

ever letthe name of the Lora be your ſtrong 
Tower ; and the word of his Promiletho . 
Rocke of your refuge. His word 
that made heaven an earth 
will not faile, till hea- 
ven and earth be 
no more 

Amen 


